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AiUT:.MnMFNTS TO THE CL AIMS 


\ 


1.-3. (Cancelled) 

* (CiiTrently Amended) In a system comprising a first fabric and a plurality of 
devices coupled to the first fabric bv Fibre Cbaimel connections, a method for logically 
organizing the devices comprising: 

accessing a definition of a first cnrifitniration including at le ast one zone, each 
zone including at least one device as a member of the zone: and 

responsive to the definition of tlie first confipiration. testrictin p commutiications 
between the devicfiR cmmled to the first fabric: The method of claim 1 

wherein the step of restricting communications between the devices includes, 
responsive to a first devi ce querying for an address of a second device, returning the 
address of the second device only if thft first and second device are members of a 
common zone. ^ 

ff J. (Original) The method of claim/Twherein the step of restricting 
conununications between the devices includes, responsive to a first device querying the 
first fabric for a list of addresses of other devices coupled to the first fabric, returning a 
list of only the addresses of other devices which are in a common zone with the first 
device.^ 

jf, (Original) The method of claim/ wherein the step of restricting 
communications between the devices further includes^ responsive to a change in the first 
coi:Lfiguration, signaling the first device to requery the first'fabrir for a list of addresses of 
Other devices coupled to the first fabric. 
7.-1L (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Ameridid) It a system comprising a fir^t fabric and a nhiralitv of 
devices coupled to the firs/fabnc bvVibre Channel connections, a method for logically 


organizing the devices co 


prisiftg: 


accessing a definitipy^^rst^nfiguration includingr at least one zom. ftacb 
zone including at least one device^ a member of the zone; and 


P:\CLIENTf5\Bit?rBrifvl 1 7Vftn^.6Uf?\ A rtwndmcnt2.doc 


PAGE 3110 * RCVD AT Wm 3;04:U PM [Eastern Standard Time]' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-1/0 ' mmm * CSID:8324462424 * DURATION (inm-ss):02-SS 


02/03/2004 13:55 


8324462424 


WONG CABELLQ 


PAGE 04/10 


resrfensive to the definition of the fust configuration, restrictinE com munications 
hptween the Hevices coupled t o the firs t fabric: The method of claim 1 1 
where^ 

in the d!^fmition of the first confipiration. at Least one zone Is characterized by a 
type of coimttimWion: and 

the step oiferes^ting corhmunications includes restricting communications 


between dcvi<5es wWch are member'ofvsaid zone to said type of comm unication, and 
wh/rein the Wpe of communication includes read-only access of devices. 
li. (Cuirently Amended) In a system comprising a first fabric an d a plurality of 
devices coupled to theWst fabric by Fibre Channel connections, a metho d for logically 
organizing the devices nomprisinp:: 

Itccessing a definition of a first configuration including at least one zone, each 
zone including at least one device as a member of the zone: and 

reVponsive to the d^fimtifvn nf the first configuration, restricting comm unications 
between ttife devices coupleci to the first fabric: Tlio method of claim 1 1 
whe 

in the dkinition of lhe\^rst configiiratiriTi. at least one zo nft ifi characterized bv a 
type of coDomunicktion; and 

the step of res^ifctmg coAmunications includes restricting communications 
between devices which arc memTOg^said-gy^ said t-ype of conodm unication. and 
wherein the type of conunulaication includes a communications protocol 
15.-23, (Cancelled) 
^ p!^^- (Currently Amended) In a system comprising firsf fabric and a plurality of 
devices coupled to the first fabric bv Fibre Channel connections, a method for logically 
organizing the devices comprising: 

accessing a definition of a first configuration including at least one zonfi, each 
zone including at least one device as a member of the zone: 

responsive to the definition of the first configuration, restricting communications 
between the devices coupled to the first fabric: and Tbn mnthnd nf claim 23 

responsive to a merging of the first fabric vrith a second fabric, modifying the 
defmition of the first configuration to account for the second fabric. 


3 

P-ACLIfiNTSVBrocade- n 2^0t)2&US\Amcnd^lent2.doc 

PAGE4I10 ' RCVD AT 213/2004 3:04:14 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-1/0* DNIS:S7293I4 ' CSID:8324462424 * DURATION (min-ss):02-5g 


02/03/2094 13:55 8324462424 ^ WONG CABELLO ^ PAGE 05/10 


4 


wherein the step of itiodifying the definition of the first configuration includes: 
determining whether the definition of the first configuration is compatible with 
definitions for configurations for the second fabric; and 

responsive to a determination of compatible configurations, propagating the first 
configuration to the second fabric 

(, (Currently Amended) In a system comprising a first fabri c and a plurality of 
devicesVonpled to the first fabric by Fibre Channel connections, a meth od for loeicalJ v 
orpanizinfe the devices comprising! 

accessing a definition of a first configuration including at least one zone, each 
zone including at least one device as a member of the zone: 

regponkve to thf^ dftfinirion of the first configuration, restri cting communications 
between the deAces coupled to the first fabric: and T ho method of olaim 23 

responsivkto a merging of the first fabric with a second fabric, modifying the 
definition of the firat configuration to account for tbe second fabric 

wherein the step of modifying the definition of the first configuration includes: 
determining wftetlier the definition of the first configuration is compatible with 
defixiitions for configut^ions for the second fabric; and 

responsive to a dercrmination of incompatible configurations, segmenting the 
second fabric from the firstVabric. 
26^-28. (Cancelled) 

(Currently Amended) Th e fabric e lomont of olaim 27 A fabric element for 
use in a system comprising a first fabric and a plurality of devices coupled to the fhst 
fabric by Fibre Channel connections, the fabric element comprij;in^: 

a plurality of ports, each port adapted to be coupled to a device bv a Fibre 
Channel connection: 

a storage medium for gtorinp a definition of a firgt configuration in clndinp Sit 1c:ast 
one zone, each zone including at least one device as a member of the zone: and 

a lope device coupled to the plurality of ports and to the storage medium, for, 
responsive to the definition of the first configuration, restrictinfr commun icarions for 
devices coupled to the plurality of ports. 


4 

PACE 5110" RCVD AT 2(3/2004 3:04:14 PM [Eastern Standard Time]' SVR:USPTO€FXRF-1/0' DNIS:8?29314« CSID:8324462424« DURATION (nim-SS):02-5« 


02/83/2004 ,13:55 


8324462424 


WDNG CABELLO 


:.PAGE 06/10 



wherein the logic device includes a Dame server for, responsive to a first device 
querying for m arfldress of a second device* returning the address of the second device 
only if the first and second device are members of a common zone. 
1^ 32.-33. (Cancelled) 

(Currently Amended) A onmputer Tftadahle medium coatainin g softw_aig_for 
logicallv organizing a plurality of devices coupled to a first fabric bv Fibre Channel 
connections, the softw-are for instructing a processor to T)erfQrm the steps of: 

accessing a. defmition of a first confignratinti including at least one zone, each 
zone including at least one device as a member of tl ie zone: and 

responsive to the defmition of the first configuration, restricting comm unications 
between the devices coupled to the first febric. T he comnuter roadablc medium of claim 

wherein the step of restricting communications between the devices includes, 
responsive to a first device querying for an ndrlreRs of a second device, returning the 
address of the second device only if the first and second device are members of a 
common zone. /j ' 

7 (Original) The computer readable medium of claim^wberein the step of 
restricting communications between the devices includes, responsive to a first device 
querying tlie first fabric for a list of addresses of other devices coupled to the first fabric, 
returning a list of only the addresses of other devices which are in a common zone with 

the first deyica ^/ 

^ (Original) The computer readable medium of claim^wherein the step of 

restricting communications between the devices fiurther includes, responsive to a cbange 
in the first configuration, signaling the first device to requery the first fabric for a list of 
addresses of other devices coupled to the first febric. 
I 37.-43. (CatKelled) 

(Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing software for 
logically organizing a plurality of devices coupled to a first fabric bv Fibre Channel 
fcornicctions. the software for instructing a processor to perf orm the steps of: 

accessing a definition of a first configuration including at least one zone, each 
zone including at least one device as a member of the zone; 
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responsive to the definition ot the IBrst configuf atioiL restriCTing coimnum^iiiiuiia 
between the devices coupled to th e first fabric: and T he oomputor roadohlo modium of 
claim 13 

responsive to a merging of the first fabric with a second fabric, mod ifying the 
definition of the first conftCTimtinn to account for the second fabric, 

wherem the step of modifying the definition of the first configuration includes: 

determining whether the definition of the first configurati on is compatibJe with 
defmitions for configurations for the second fabric; and 

responsive to a determination of compatible configurations, propagating the first 
configuration to the second fabric. 

'ji^ (Currently Amended) A computer readable mediu m cont aining software for 
logicallv Af rani7inpr a. plurality of devices coupled to a first fabric by Fibre Channel 
CQnncctions\ the software for instructing a processor to perform the steps ofi. 

acceskng a definition of a firM confi^iTafion incl uding at leafit one zone, each 
zone includingW least one device as a member of the zone: 

responsive to the definition of the first configuration, restricting communications 
between the devices coupled to the first fabric: gttiH 

responsive to a merging of the first fabric wi th a second fabric, modifying the 
definition of the firs\configuration to account for the second fabric. T he computer 
roadable m e dixmi of cmim d3 

wherein the stcAof modifying the defmition of the first configuration includes: 

determining whether the definition of the first configuration is compatible with 
definitions for configurations for the second fabric; apd 

responsive to a deteqnination of incompatible configurations, segmenting the 
second fabric ftom the first fabric, 

46. (Cancelled) 

(Prevjously presented) A Fibre Channel device for use in a Fibre Chaimel 
Fabric, the fabric coupling a plurality of external devices, the fabric configured into at 
least two zones, where the external devices are allowed to exchange data packets only 
with external devices in the same zone, an external device querying for address 
information when coupled to the fabric, the Fibre Channel device comprising: 


P:\C.I .IP.NTR\Rpnciuic-l 12\0026US\Art)endmCTU2.doc 


PAGE 7/10 * RCVD AT 2/3/2004 3:04:14 PM [Eastern Standard T^^^^ 


02/03/2004 13:55 8324462424^ WONG CABELLO ^ PAGE 08/10 


a Fibre Channel port for receiving an address information query fiom an external 

device; 

a storage medium for storing a first configuration including at least two zones; 

a simple name server coupled to said Fibre Channel port and said storage medium 
for responding to thft addrcRS information query with external devices address 
information only for external devices in the same zone as the external device providing 
the address information query. 

(Previcjusly presented) A Fibre Channel switch for use in a Fibre Channel 
Fabric, the fabric coupling a plurality of external devices, the fabric configured into at 
least two zones, where the external devices aie allowed to exchange data packets only 
with external devices in tlie .<?^»inc 7one, an external device querying for address 
information when coupled to the febric, tlie Fibre Channel switch comprising: 

a Fibre Chaimel port for receiving an address information query from an external 

device; 

a storage medium for storing a first configuration including at least two zones; 

a simple name server coupled to said Fibre Channel port and said storage medium 
for responding to the address information query with external devices address 
information only for external devices in the same zone as the external device providing 
the address infomaation^uery, ^ 

' \^yP. (Previously presented) Th^ Fibre Channel switch of clainv^ wherein said 

simple name server includes; 
a CPU module; and 

software executing on said CPU module to provide said simple name server 
functionality. 

\^/(}. (Previously presented) A Fibre Channel network comprising: 
a plurality of external Fibre Channel devices; and 

a Fibre Chaimel fabric coupling said plurality of external Fibre Channel devices, 
wherein the fabric is configured into at least two zones, where the external Fibre Channel 
devices are allowed to exchange data packets only with ftxt^mal Fibre Chaimel devices in 
the same zone and the external Fibre Channel devices query for address information 
when coupled to the fabric wherein said Fibre Channel fabric includes: 
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a Fibre Channel port for receiving an address information query from an 
external Fibre Channel device; 

a storage medium for storing a first configuration including at least two 

zones; and 

a simple name server (SNS) coupled to said Fibre Channel port and said 
storage medium for responding to the address information query with external Fibre 
Channel devices address information only for external Fibre Channel devices in the same 
zone as the external Fibre Channel device providing the address information query. 
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